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STATE COLLEGE
While Borough Council consid-

ers a tax abatement program to
incentivize the redevelopment of
aging or deteriorating historic
properties downtown, the public
was given a chance Monday
afternoon to voice concerns and
ask questions.
The Local Economic

Revitalization Tax Assistance,
created by the commonwealth in
1977, authorizes the local taxing
authorities to provide a gradu-
ated tax exemption for up to 10
years on construction improve-
ments.
The reason State College is

considering adopting it, commu-
nications specialist Douglas
Shontz said, is to offer commer-
cial redevelopers some additional
funding to help maintain historic
properties — such as the Glenn-
land Building on the corner of
South Pugh Street and Beaver
Avenue.
“This is an opportunity for us

in the way that we collect taxes
to offer them a little additional
funding so they can increase
their property value and increase
their business,” he said. “But as
you saw from the public hearing,
we’re trying to do our due dili-
gence on this.”
The idea to consider LERTA

was sparked when the borough
was approached by Ardmore-
based developers Scholarx Hotel
Group, interested in redeveloping
the Glennland Building into an
extended-stay, 72-room hotel,
Planning Director Ed LeClear
said. The Glennland Building,
constructed in 1933 by business-
men O.W. Houts and Dr. Grover
Glenn, currently houses a mix of
commercial offices and apart-
ments.
“When first approached, staff

looked at it and said we should

State College may
offer a tax break for
historic properties

PHOEBE SHEEHAN psheehan@centredaily.com

The Glennland Building, on East Beaver Avenue in downtown State
College, is one historic property eligible for graduated tax assessment
under the Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance program the
Borough Council is considering.

BY LAURENMUTHLER
lmuthler@centredaily.com
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A volunteer group of envi-
ronmentalists who monitor
stream quality in Centre County
is in jeopardy of losing funding,
but the community has an oppor-
tunity to help.
The Centre County

Pennsylvania Senior
Environmental Corps, an
organization with 60 active
members, has been monitoring
the chemical, physical, biological
quality of water in 19 streams at
46 different sites and reporting
any significant changes in
streams at risk of damage from
Marcellus Shale gas drilling since

2002, said president Louis May-
er.
But last year, the group —

which has been grant-funded
from various public and private
sources through nonprofit Nature
Abounds — didn’t receive a grant
needed to purchase instruments
and chemicals for monitoring the
streams, said Mayer.
“Grant money for Growing

Greener has just been really cut,”
he said.
In 2017, the state Department

of Environmental Protection
awarded $25.1 million in
Growing Greener grants, which
aim to protect Pennsylvania’s
water sources using state and
federal funding. Last year, DEP
only issued $20.7 million in

Growing Greener grants. Nature
Abounds, said Mayer, doesn’t
have much money coming in to
fund stream monitoring.
CCPaSEC provides a complete-

ly volunteer service that is bene-
ficial to other organizations, he
said, because they can track any
changes in the watersheds and
alert the county watershed spe-
cialist if they need to work with
DEP on a corrective action plan.
“Without that (monitoring), as

development occurs and other
situations occur, there will be no
way of telling or proving that
there has been a change of water
quality over a period of time,”
Mayer said.
CCPaSEC is divided into 13

different teams, which monitor

the watersheds of Spring Creek,
Penns Creek and Beech Creek in
Centre County. They also per-
form a macroinvertebrate study
twice a year to track the pop-
ulation of different aquatic spe-
cies, like dragonflies, crayfish
and aquatic worms, he said.
Volunteers are interested in

water quality and water supply,
he said, because it affects every-
thing from drinking water to
trout fishing.
Because of the increased com-

petition for federal and state
funding, said Mayer, Nature
Abounds encouraged local chap-
ters of senior environmental
corps to apply for grants on their

Funding woes beset Centre County
group that monitors stream quality

Centre Daily Times file

The Centre County Pennsylvania Senior Environmental Corps monitors more than 45 sites on county streams. Currently, they are in the running
for up to $5,000 in grant money to continue their work.

BY SARAH PAEZ
spaez@centredaily.com
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PITTSBURGH
Joe Biden accused President

Donald Trump of abusing the
powers of his office and ignor-
ing everyone but his political
base Monday in his first public
rally as presidential candidate,
arguing in the crucial bat-
tleground state of Pennsylva-
nia that strengthening unions
and promoting social and eco-
nomic unity can restore Demo-
crats to the White House.
The former vice president

told hundreds of supporters
and labor activists that Sat-
urday’s deadly shooting at a
California synagogue proves
anew that the country is “in a
fight for its soul.” But he spent
more time criticizing Trump
for his political behavior than
for the president’s past com-
ments concerning white su-
premacists, unlike Biden’s
video formally kicking off his
presidential campaign last
week.
“There’s only one thing that

stands in our way. It’s our
broken political system that’s
deliberately being undermined
by our president to continue to
abuse the power of the office,”
Biden said.
He called Trump “the only

president who has decided not
to represent the whole country.
He has his base. We need a
president who works for all
Americans.”
Earlier in the day, Biden

received the endorsement of
the International Association
of Fire Fighters, and many in
the crowd wore union T-shirts
and carried signs supporting

ELECTION 2020

Biden uses
first rally to
assail Trump
over his use
of power

BY THOMAS BEAUMONT
AND WILLWEISSERT
Associated Press

SEE BIDEN, 2A

HARRISBURG, PA.
Gov. Tom Wolf said Monday

he wants to take a serious look
at Pennsylvania joining a con-
sortium of states that sets caps
on greenhouse gas emissions
from power plants.
The Democrat’s comments

came at a news conference
touting his administration’s
efforts to fight climate change
and set targets to slash Penn-
sylvania’s future greenhouse
gas emissions.
The consortium, called the

Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative, is a cap-and-trade
program among Northeastern
and mid-Atlantic states that
requires power producers to
buy allowances for emissions
above a certain limit.
“I think that’s something we

really need to take a serious
look at,” Wolf told a Capitol
news conference Monday.
The money from auctioning

emissions allowances could be

SEE EMISSIONS PLAN, 6A

Wolf wants a
‘serious look’
at multistate
emissions plan
BY MARC LEVY
Associated Press
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Do you know if your rugs are dirty? Even if a rug doesn’t look dirty,
dust and dirt have been sinking down into the rug pile and with
time will saw away at the fibers, damaging your rug.

• Pickup and delivery available
• Call for a quote: 814-238-2732
• Over 55,000 area rugs cleaned since 1936

Spring Cleaning StartsWith Area Rugs!

Selling and Cleaning Fine Area Rugs Since 1936

EsberRugs Since1936

RUGS YOU CAN LOVE

238-2732 • esberrugs.com • 1011 E College Ave

Rug CleaningRug CleaningGuidelines
High Traffic Areas: entryway and kitchen rugs - once a year

MediumTraffic Areas: living & dining room rugs - once every 2 - 3 years

LowTraffic Areas: bedrooms and 2nd floors - once every 3 - 5 years

Student protesters at
Swarthmore College occu-
pied an on-campus fraterni-
ty house Monday after the
leak of documents purport-
edly describing some mem-
bers’ derogatory comments
and sexual assault jokes.
The demonstration is

aimed at shutting down the
Phi Psi chapter at the pri-
vate liberal arts school in
suburban Philadelphia. On
Monday morning, about 30
students were sitting at the
college-owned building,
which is mainly used for
Phi Psi parties and other
social activities. As many as
100 protesters were there
over the weekend.
“We’re trying to force the

college to make the right
decision on this,” senior
Morgin Goldberg, 22, said.
Earlier this month, two

campus publications, The
Phoenix and Voices, re-
leased internal Phi Psi
documents from 2012 to
2016 that they say were
anonymously leaked. The
redacted documents in-

cluded jokes about sexual
assault; derogatory com-
ments about women, mi-
norities and the LGBT
community; videos and
photos of sexual encounters
where all parties may not
have known they were
being recorded – and even
referenced a “rape attic.”
The college said Monday

that the authenticity of the
documents has not yet been
verified.

Goldberg said the school
must terminate the fra-
ternity’s lease. Signs hang-
ing read, “This house is
ours” and, “Nothing has
changed. Admin knew all
along.”
Phi Psi, which is not

affiliated with a national
organization, was suspend-
ed in 2016 for violating
Swarthmore’s alcohol and
drug policy. It reopened for
parties a year ago.

“We’re hoping the col-
lege and board will under-
stand the gravity of what
has been occurring,”
Goldberg said.
A task force charged last

year with exploring the role
of Greek life on campus –
Swarthmore has two fra-
ternities and one sorority –
is continuing its work and
will be sharing its findings
later this week, the college
said in an emailed state-
ment.
Swarthmore’s Phi Psi

chapter posted on its Face-
book page, condemning the
language in the documents.
“They are not repre-

sentative of who we are
today,” the post read.
“None of us would have
joined the organization had
this been the standard
when we arrived at Swarth-
more.”
After the protests started

Saturday, Swarthmore
College President Valerie
Smith suspended activities
at both Phi Psi and the
school’s only other fraterni-
ty, Delta Upsilon. But dem-
onstrators want the school
to go even further.
“We don’t think (fra-

ternities) have a place on
campus,” Goldberg said.
The school’s only sorority

functions as a community
organization and does not
have an on-campus house
like the two fraternities. It
does not hold parties, she
said.
Swarthmore is home to

about 1,600 students. It’s
located about 11 miles
southwest of Philadelphia.

AP

Swarthmore College students sing during a sit-in at the Phi Psi fraternity house Monday in Swarthmore, Pa. Students at
the suburban Philadelphia college have occupied the on-campus fraternity house in an effort to get it shut down after
documents allegedly belonging to Phi Psi surfaced this month containing derogatory comments about women and the
LGBTQ community and jokes about sexual assault.

Student protesters
occupy fraternity
house, want it closed
BY CHRISTINA PACIOLLA
Associated Press

AP

Swarthmore College students hang a banner near the Phi
Psi fraternity house during their sit-in Monday.

own.
New Pig Corporation,

based in Tipton, offers a
grant program to support
watershed restoration,
conservation and protec-
tion. Along with four other
grant applications, CCPa-
SEC grant writer and mem-

ber Gary Moorman applied
for a PIG Difference grant,
which awards up to $5,000
per project out of $25,000
annually. Each project that
makes it to the final round
gets opened to public vot-
ing, where any project that
gets at least 10% of the

vote receives a cut of the
grant money.
CCPaSEC’s project,

called Baseline Data for
Water Protection, is cur-
rently in second place with
682 votes. Voting is open
until May 5. To vote for
CCPaSEC, visit
www.pigdifference.org/
votenow.

Sarah Paez: 814-231-4616,
@Spaez7
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FUNDING WOES

really be looking at how do
we incentivize our preser-
vation of historic properties
and try to incentivize it
down to where we can keep
some of these properties to
rehab them,” LeClear said.
“We have many of them
that are dealing with signif-
icant end-of-life issues in
terms of their systems.”
A previous attempt by an

out-of-town buyer to
redevelop the Glennland
Building into a boutique
hotel in 2018 fell through
after studies indicated the
condition of the building
was such that the cost
would be substantially
more than preliminary
estimates, and not feasible,
Richard Campbell, a State
College attorney whose
family has owned the
building for eight decades,
told the Centre Daily
Times then.
He said at the time that

the building needed about
$3 million in renovations —
including $1 million to fix
the elevator, as well as

facade work and adjust-
ments to the retaining
walls.
To be eligible for LER-

TA, LeClear said, the build-
ing in question must be
commercial, not a resi-
dential or rental property,
and the renovations must
be for adaptive reuse and
rehabilitation only. No
building may be demol-
ished as a part of LERTA.
Eligible projects must also
have a proposed improve-
ment in excess of $25,000
in value.
That last requirement is

to ensure redevelopers
aren’t using LERTA for
simple maintenance pro-
jects, but rather for signif-
icant rehabilitation, Le-
Clear said.
The proposed LERTA

district comprises 25 eligi-
ble parcels and 27 build-
ings, according to the pro-
posed map. Most of those
properties are in downtown
State College, along Col-
lege Avenue. The largest
properties in the district are

the Glennland Building and
the former Fairmount Ele-
mentary School. But as
both of those buildings are
mixed use, LERTA would
only apply to the commer-
cial parts, LeClear said.
The State College Area

School District’s Nittany
Avenue Administration
Building and Penn State’s
James Building on Bur-
rowes Street — both set for
demolition — are also in-
cluded in those 27 eligible
buildings. Once they are
demolished, LeClear said,
those properties are no
longer included.
Once a LERTA applica-

tion is accepted, the current
assessed value and the taxes
that are being paid on the
property continue, LeClear
said. The graduated tax
assessment applies only to
any additional value in-
curred by the improvements
made to the building. In the
first year of the program,
100% of the difference
between the current value
and the new assessed value
is not subject to taxes. Each
year of the program, another
10% of that value becomes
taxable. So by year 10, there
will be full assessment and

taxation on improvements
made as part of the redevel-
opment project, LeClear
said.
As taxing agencies affect-

ed by this proposed ordi-
nance, Centre County and
SCASD have both been a
part of the discussion pro-
cess. Commissioner Michael
Pipe and school board Presi-
dent Amber Concepcion
were both included in Mon-
day’s hearing, along with
Borough Council President
Evan Myers, who ran the
meeting.
Although, LeClear said,

the incentive would be
most effective if all three
local taxing authorities
would pass LERTA, it’s not
required for them all to do
so.
The main concerns

brought up by the county
and school district in va-
rious meetings, according
to Shontz, have been re-
garding how much money

both entities could lose
under the proposal, and the
potential to have to raise
property taxes to make up
for that loss.
That concern was echoed

by at least on resident at
Monday’s hearing.
“I’m really concerned

about the future of proper-
ty taxes in the borough,”
Susan Venegoni said. “Not
just for myself, but for
people wanting to move
here. It increases rent
when property taxes go up,
we have a lot of retirees,
and I have worked for
many years with the
First-Time Homebuyer
Program. It’s great if you
can buy a home, but can
you afford to stay there?”
She requested to see

numbers associated with
the program, and how
much the taxing authorities
would be able to afford
before raising property
taxes.

Although LeClear said
they don’t have final num-
bers yet, they do have
some projected figures for
the Glennland Building. He
cautioned, however, that
the full assessment of that
building has not yet been
completed. But based upon
what they know, over the
10 years, the total money
that would be abated is
projected at $30,000 for
the county, $63,000 for
the borough and $171,000
for the school district.
Borough Council is ten-

tatively scheduled to dis-
cuss and vote on LERTA at
its May 6 meeting, while
the commissioners and
school board will continue
to hold discussions on the
topic. Although Monday
was the only required pub-
lic hearing, both Concep-
cion and Pipe said their
respective entities will be
taking public comment at
upcoming meetings.
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TAX BREAK

BEIRUT
The shadowy leader of the

Islamic State group claimed
to appear for the first time in
five years in a video released
by the extremist group’s
propaganda arm onMonday,
acknowledging defeat in the
group’s last stronghold in
Syria but vowing a “long
battle” ahead.
The man said to be Abu

Bakr al-Baghdadi in the
video also claimed the East-
er Day bombings in Sri
Lanka which killed over 250
people were “part of the
revenge” that awaits the
West.
Despite numerous claims

about his death in the past
few years, al-Baghdadi’s
whereabouts remain a mys-
tery. Many of his top aides
have been killed, mostly by
U.S.-led coalition airstrikes.
He is among the few senior
IS commanders still at large
after two years of steady
battlefield losses that saw
the self-styled “caliphate”
shrink from an area the size
of Britain to a tiny speck in
the Euphrates River valley.
The video released by a

media outlet run by the ex-
tremists, Al-Furqan, shows
al-Baghdadi with a bushy
grey and red beard, wearing
a black robe with a beige vest
and seated on the floor with
what appears to be an AK47
rifle propped up next to him.
He is speaking with three
men seated opposite him
whose faces were covered
and blotted out.
It is his first video appear-

ance since he delivered a
sermon at the al-Nuri
mosque in the Iraqi city of
Mosul in 2014. In that vi-
deo, he appeared as a black-
robed figure with a trimmed
black beard to deliver a
sermon from the pulpit of
the mosque in which he
urgedMuslims around the
world to swear allegiance to
the caliphate and obey him
as its leader.
Since then, he has only

released audio messages
through the group’s media
outlets.
In the video released

Monday, al-Baghdadi ac-
knowledged that IS lost the

war in the eastern Syrian
village of Baghouz, the
group’s last sliver of territo-
ry, which was captured last
month by the U.S.-backed
Kurdish-led Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces. The fall of
Baghouz marked the mil-
itants’ territorial defeat and
the end of their self-de-
clared Islamic caliphate
over parts of Syria and Iraq.
Al-Baghdadi said that the

battle for Baghouz demon-
strated the “barbarism and
brutality” of theWest and
the “courage, steadfastness
and resilience of the nation
of Islam.”
“This steadfastness

shocked the hearts of the
Crusaders in what increased
their rage,” he added.
Referring to the setbacks

in battle, he said the “broth-
ers” of the many fallen
fighters “will avenge that,
as they will not forget as
long as they have blood in
their veins, and there will be
a battle after this one.”
Al-Baghdadi called spe-

cifically on his followers to
intensify attacks on France.
He made repeated refer-

ences to current events,
including Benjamin Netan-
yahu winning the elections
in Israel and the fall of long-
time dictators Abdelaziz
Bouteflika and Omar al-
Bashir in Algeria and Sudan.
Most significantly, he

praised the recent attacks in
Sri Lanka which he said
have “pleased the hearts of
Muslims,” and said it is
“part of the revenge that
awaits the Crusaders and
their followers.”

IS leader appears
in video for first
time in 5 years
BY ZEINA KARAM
AND BASSEMMROUE
Associated Press

AP

This image made from video
posted on a militant website
on Monday purports to
show the leader of the
Islamic State group, Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi, being
interviewed by his group’s
Al-Furqan media outlet.


